
The Gospel of:

Mark
Who is Mark?

The author’s full name was John Mark. He is mentioned
eight times in the rest of the New Testament. John is the
shortened form of a Hebrew name meaning Yahweh has
shown grace. Mark is a shortened form of Marcus, a Latin
name. It was not uncommon for first-century Jews to have a
Greek or Roman name in addition to their Hebrew name.

Mark’s father is never mentioned. His mother was one of
several New Testament women named Mary. She was a
wealthy Christian who lived in a large house in Jerusalem
(Acts 12:12). Mary was related to Barnabas (Colossians 4:10).

What direct association Mark had with Jesus, if any, is not
stated in the Gospels. An early Christian writer says that Mark
“was neither a hearer nor a companion of the Lord.” Many
think, however, that Mark was the anonymous young man of
Mark 14:51, who saved himself from arrest in the Garden by
fleeing naked.

Mark rubbed elbows with the greatest leaders in the early
church. He was a companion of Paul and Barnabas on their
first missionary journey. He accompanied Barnabas on the
second Cyprus campaign (Acts 15:39). Mark was an associate
of Peter in Rome (1 Peter 5:13). He was with Paul during his
first Roman imprisonment (Colossians 4:10). In Philemon 24
Mark is associated with Luke. He was working with Timothy in
ministry when Paul sent for him (2 Timothy 4:11).
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Most of the first eight chapters use action-packed narratives to focus on
the powerful ministry of Jesus, particularly as he gathers disciples and
amazes crowds with his mighty deeds.3 Following Peter’s confession of
Jesus as the Christ on the road to Caesarea Philippi (8:27–30), Jesus
abruptly begins teaching about his coming suffering and death. From there
on, all events move inexorably toward the cross. This disproportionate
amount of attention to the last events of Jesus’ life reflects the centrality of
the crucifixion in early Christian thought.
The first half of Mark frequently groups a series of stories of like form
(healings, controversies, parables, etc.), with a particular emphasis on
Jesus’ miracles
In the second half of Mark, events proceed much more chronologically,
with more emphasis on Jesus’ teachings.
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