
Primary Differences

• Israel and the Church 
• Interpretation of Scripture 
• Eschatology 
• “Christian” Purpose



Allegorical Interpretation

“Allegorical interpretation of the Bible is an 
interpretive method (exegesis) that assumes that 
the Bible has various levels of meaning and tends 
to focus on the spiritual sense, which includes the 
allegorical sense, the moral sense, and the 
anagogical sense asn opposed to the literal sense”



Results of Allegorical Interpretation

• Man can write in his own meaning 

• Leads to foundational difference in theology 

• Is necessary to arrive at Covenant Theology 



Michael Harbin
“Covenant Theology is a system developed by two men, 
Johannes Cocceius (1603-1669) and Hermann Witsius 
(1636-1708). It was an attempt to tie the Old and New 
Testaments together by two covenants. The first was called 
the covenant of works, defined as the covenant instituted by 
God with Adam after creation. This was abrogated by the fall 
and was replaced by the covenant of grace. The covenant of 
grace is the covenant of salvation, a single covenant for all 
men after the fall.  Thus the unifying feature of the Bible in 
this system is God’s grace.”



Robert Lightner

“Covenant theology, on which theonomy is solidly based, 
represents a different system and yields different results. It is 
that system of theology which places primary emphasis on 
the theological covenants - redemption, works, grace-
viewing the biblical covenants as stages in the development 
of the covenant of grace for its understanding of Scripture 
and the accomplishment of God’s major purpose, which is 
redemptive.”



Enns

“Man fell from original righteousness and became dead in 
sin, that sinned death being imputed to all mankind. God 
originally entered into a covenant of works with Adam, but 
he sinned, God enacted the covenant of grace. In his sin 
man lost all ability to will anything spiritually good.”



Hodge

“Covenant Theology - A sustem of theology teaching that 
God entered into a covenant of works with Adam, who 
failed, whereupon God entered into a covenant of grace, 
promising eternal life to those who believe. Covenant 
theology affirms there is one people of God called true Israel 
(the Church)….  The people of God before Christ constituted 
a Church, and  … the church has been one and the same 
under all dispensations.”



Karleen

“In Covenant Theology there is one central purpose of God 
in history, to create through election and the application fo 
the work of Christ one redeemed people, saved through the 
covenant of Grace”



Summary
“Covenant Theology, though classified as conservative in it’s beliefs 
and though its proponents often use dispensational-like language, 
stands opposed to the seven-division system generally adopted by the 
dispensational theologian (although the covenant theologian does 
acknowledge certain “dispensational” divisions). The fundamental 
difference lies in the fact that the covenant theologian asserts that 
Israel and the church are to be viewed as one people of God, while 
dispensationalists recognize a celar distinction between Israel and the 
Church. This sharp difference arises from how each theological camp 
interprets the Bible: the covenant theologian resorts to spiritualization 
of the Text, while the dispensationalist adheres to a normal, literal 
method of interpreting the Bible.”



Terms

• Millenium - A thousand years; the name 
given to the era mentioned in Rev. 20:1-7 

• Postmillenialism - Belief that Christ will 
return after a kingdom, the millennium, has 
run its course on earth; regards this as a 
period of success for the gospel before the 
coming of Christ. The rapture is not a 
significant issue. 



Terms
• Amillenialism - The view of the plan of God 

that holds there is no physical/spiritual 
kingdom on the earth over which Christ 
reigns visibly and personally; regards the 
millennium as a symbol of the age of the 
church and identifies the binding of Satan 
(Rev. 20:1-10) with Christ’s work in the past 
(Matt. 12:29). The rapture is not a 
significant issue.



Terms
• Rapture - The term popularly applied to the 

translation of the church at the end of the 
present age … The central passage dealing with 
the rapture is 1 These. 4:13-18. The Lord will 
descend from heaven, the dead in Christ will 
rise first, then all living believers will be caught 
up together with them to meet the Lord in the 
air, to be with Him forever after … The change 
which is to take place in Christians in the 
twinkling of an eye at the rapture is described in 
1 For. 15:35-54. The rapture is a view held by 
premillennialists. 

•



Terms
• Pretribulationism - The church will be 

taken from the earth by means of the 
rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18) before the 
events of the tribulation begin. Usually, in 
this view, the events to follow are designed 
to accomplish the purpose of bringing a 
large portion of ethnic Israel to Christ. 
Dispensationalist are generally 
pretribulationists. 



Terms
• Posttribulationism - The church will remain 

on earth throughout the events of the 
tribulation, and the rapture will occur along 
with the second advent of Christ. During 
the tribulation the wrath of God will be 
experienced by the church, as well as by 
Israel and the world.  



Terms
• Partial Rapturism - Only those believers 

who possess sufficient spirituality and are 
watching for the coming of Christ will be 
recaptured at the beginning of the 
tribulation. The rest will go through it as a 
kind of purging. This view is not held by 
many.



Terms
• Midtribulationism - Stressing the Biblical 

distinction between the two halves of the 
tribulation (three and a half years each), 
this view sees the Church raptured at the 
midpoint of the period. This is also a 
minority view. 



Comparison

• Literal Interpretation


• Moderate or No Calvinism


• Dispensations or Economies


• Separate plan for Israel and Church


• Local Church


• Purpose to Glorify God


• Pre-Millenial


• Pre-Triblation

• Allegorical Interpretation


• Extreme Calvinism


• Divine Covenants


• Israel and Church Merged


• Universal Church


• Purpose the Gospel of Grace


• Post-Millenial or Amillenial


• No Triblation

Dispensationalism Covenant Theology


