
Calvinism vs Arminianism - 3 
Perseverance/Preservation of the Saints 

Calvinism says P - Perseverance of the Saints, "All who are chosen by God, redeemed by 
Christ, and given faith by the Spirit are eternally saved. They are kept in faith by the power of 
Almighty God and thus persevere to the end.


Arminianism says - Conditional Preservation of the Saints, "Those who believe and are truly 
saved can lose their salvation by failing to keep up their faith. All Arminians have not been 
agreed on this point; some have held that believers are eternally secure in Christ-thus once a 
sinner is regenerated, he can never be lost.


Problems with both: 

Calvinism - Only the elect will persevere.  Does this mean some who are not elect get saved 
but fall away? 


	 Once again this ties into being eternally secure based on election


Arminianism - Conditional preservation puts the entire ability to stay saved upon man. If man 
must maintain his salvation, then it becomes a works salvation. If salvation is by Grace through 
Faith, then it must remain by Grace through Faith (which is God based) or else it is ambiguous.


What Does the Bible Say? 

Man gets saved because of the Grace of God based on his faith (trust) in Christ and specifically 
trusting in what Christ did for us through His death burial and resurrection.




Faith = a turning away (repentance) and a turning to (trust). Neither of these is a work it is a 
change of mind, or Biblically a change of heart.


	 Ephesians 2:8-9 


	 1 Corinthians 15:1-22. 


	 John 3:16  


	 Romans 3:28 


	  Romans 12:3


Because man gets saved by faith (his faith) God has preserved man's salvation. God did the 
saving and has promised to preserve man in salvation, so that, no matter what man does he 
cannot be lost once redeemed.


John 10:28  Salvation is called "Eternal Life" all through out the Bible not "Conditional 
Eternal Life." If salvation is "eternal" it cannot change.


John 10:27-30  We are kept in Christ's hand and we are kept in the Father's hand. No 
one can pluck us out, including ourselves.


Romans 8:38-39, Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:8-9 Salvation is a gift. A gift is not based 
on merit, it is not reward, and it cannot be taken back. Man may give gifts based on 
merit or reward or return, but that in truth makes it not a gift.


1 John 5:1-13 There is a legal established record in Heaven that says we have eternal 
life (vs 11). This eternal life is based "believe" same word as faith (one is a noun and the 
other is a verb). This is a legal established record because in God's court 3 witnesses 
establishes the record. It is attested to here on earth in the life of the believer (vs 8) but 
it is made permanent in the Heavens by the testimony of the Godhead (vs 7). 


There are many other arguments for Eternal Security in Bible, but the one that speaks to me 
the most is: I couldn't earn it, there is no way I could keep it. If I have any hope of Heaven, it 
has to be based in God. If it's about me then there is no hope for me.



